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The decades-long fight for Blue Water Navy veterans to receive VA disability benefits 
for illnesses linked to exposure to Agent Orange during the Vietnam War is over.  

On Tuesday, June 25, President Trump signed into law H.R. 299, the Blue Water Navy 
Vietnam Veterans Act of 2019. The American Legion-supported legislation will extend 
disability benefits covering medical conditions associated with Agent Orange exposure 
to those who served on ships off the coast of Vietnam, known as "Blue Water" Navy 
veterans. 

Veterans who served in Vietnam between 1962 and 1975 are presumed to have been 
exposed to Agent Orange if diagnosed with a medical condition associated with the 
herbicide, according to the Agent Orange Act of 1991. Presumptive diseases of 
exposure to the herbicide include certain cancers, Parkinson’s disease and diabetes. 
However, this act applied only to veterans who served on land and in Vietnam’s inland 
waterways. H.R. 299 extends these benefits to any military personnel who served on 
any vessel during the Vietnam War that came within 12 nautical miles of the coastlines 
of Vietnam.  

H.R. 299 further expands coverage and includes the provision that every veteran 
exposed to herbicides like Agent Orange should receive the same presumptive benefits. 
A provision in H.R. 299 states, “A veteran who, during active military, naval, or air 
service, served offshore of the Republic of Vietnam during the period beginning on 
January 9, 1962, and ending on May 7, 1975,” will be eligible for disability compensation 
for presumptive conditions of herbicide exposure. This will allow veterans who fall into 
that category and whose claims have been denied or held in pending status to gain 
access to VA medical care for conditions on the presumptive list. 

H.R. 299 will afford spouses of certain veterans whose death was caused by a service-
connected disability access to pension benefits. The bill also provides the children of 
veterans of covered service in Thailand who suffer from spina bifida access to health 
care, vocational training and rehabilitation, and monetary allowance.  

 


